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Codium fragile ssp tomentosoides
(Sur.) Hariot subsp. (Van Goor) Silva

Division: Chlorophycota
Class: Chlorophyceae
Order: Bryopsidales
Family: Codiaceae
. g B o
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Codium fragile ssp. tomentosoides is a large, dark green macroalga with one to several, thick upright branches arising from broad, spongy, basal disc
attached to the substrata. The dichotomous branches are usually 3-10mm in diameter and 15-20cm high but have been recorded reaching 1m in
length. The branches are generally hairy (tomentose) just below the tips. The utricles at the tips of the branches are irregularly cylindrical with a
constriction (waist) in the middle portion. Fronds are generally annual and dieback in winter and arise from the perennial basal portion in spring.

Reproduction & Growth Habitat

C. fragile ssp. tomentosoides is capable of sexual and asexual The alga has wide environmental tolerances including temperature and
reproduction. Sexual reproduction in the introduced form is salinity regimes and is found in estuarine to full marine waters. It is found
parthenogenetic with the alga releasing motile female gametes in a wide variety of areas, from very protected through to intermediately
"swarmers" that can germinate in the water column without fertilisation. wave exposed in both intertidal and subtidal habitats. It grows profusely
C. fragile is considered to be dioecious (separate male and female on any hard substrate including rocky reef, boulders, cobbles, shellfish,
plants), although numerous reports of monoecious (both sexes present wharf pylons and marine farming equipment.

on one plant) thalli do exist. Reproductive structures occur throughout
the year but are more common in spring-summer. Asexual reproduction
by thalli fragmentation occurs particularly in colder months.

Feeding Primary Producer Predators
C. fragile ssp. tomentosoides produces its own food through C. fragile ssp. tomentosoides is consumed by generalist grazers such as
photosynthesis. snails, sea slugs, chitons, sea urchins and isopods in both its native and

introduced ranges.

Impacts

C. fragile ssp. tomentosoides is regarded as a pest because of its invasive capabilities and its reported impacts on shellfish farms in the northwest
Atlantic. It is recorded as preventing the re-establishment of native algal species in New Zealand but can not competitively exclude them. In Australia it
is reported to settle on native algae and shellfish and to foul commercial fishing nets. In some areas large wracks of the algae accumulate and rot on
beaches after storms.

Similar species
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Control Options

For control information see the web
site: http://crimp.marine.csiro.au/nimpis

Likely Vectors - Class/Vector
Fisheries
Fisheries: accidental with delibera
Natural Dispersal
Natural Disperal
Shipping
Ships: accidental with ballast wat
Ships: accidental as attached or fr

Worldwide BioRegion Infection Status

. Introduced

Native

Cryptogenic
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