MARINE NATIONAL FACILITY – DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND ACRONYMS

	Term/Acronym
	Definition

	Appropriate Authority
	A person, who by right of his/her position in a Sponsoring Organisation is legally responsible for committing the resources of that organisation.

	Associated costs
	Those cost associated with members attending MNFSC and SAC meetings that are met by the MNF.

	Contact for application
	The PI who is named as the contact for the application in the application form.

	ex officio member 
	A person who is entitled to be a member of the MNFSC or SAC by right of his or her position of employment.

	Independent MNFSC member
	A member of the MNFSC, appointed by the Minister, and who is not an employee of CSIRO.

	Independent SAC member
	Person invited by MNFSC to become a member of the SAC.  

	MNF: 
	The Marine National Facility that includes: its management (Steering Committee and CMR), staff, the sea-going research platform, its equipment and data products and services. 

	MNFSC
	Marine National facility Steering Committee - the independent committee appointed by the Minister that assists CMR in the management of the MNF.

	MNFSC Chairman
	The independent member appointed by the Minister to chair MNFSC meetings.

	MNFSC meeting
	A formally convened, minuted meeting of the MNFSC

	MNFSC Operational Guidelines
	Series of statements approved by the Minister that establishes the mode of operation, roles and responsibilities of the MNFSC.

	National Research Facility host
	The research organisation that owns and operates research infrastructure as a National Research Facility on behalf of the nation.  For the MNF this is CSIRO Marine Research on behalf of CSIRO.

	Policy
	Is a statement defining the position of the MNF on a certain matter and by which the MNF, its staff and/or users are required to conduct the activities of the MNF.

A policy has the following characteristics:

1. It is a governing principle that mandates or constrains actions.

2. It applies across the MNF, its staff and/or users.

3. It will change infrequently and sets a course for action for the foreseeable future.

4. It helps ensure compliance, enhances the MNF’s operations and reduces risk to the MNF.

5. It is approved at a senior level within the MNF or CMR.

	Policy delegate
	The person with responsibility for developing or drafting a specific policy.

	Policy owner
	Person or body responsible for implementing, promulgating and enforcing compliance with the policy.

	Policy sponsor
	A senior person with responsibility for developing policy applicable to the MNF and its operations (could include: Director, Research Vessel, Manager OHS&E; Manager MT&E, Deputy Chief, Business)

	Policy Stakeholder
	Persons or groups on which the policy directly impacts.

	Principal Investigator
	The leaders of the specified program of scientific work who are named in the application form.  There may be more than one named, but only one can be designated as the contact for the proposal.

	Principal Investigators (PI)
	The leaders of the specified program of scientific work who are named in the application form.  There may be more than one named, but only one can be designated as the contact for the proposal.

	Re-imbursements
	Costs directly met by members to attend MNFSC and SAC meetings and refunded by the MNF.

	Research charter
	A paid research voyage undertaken by CMR and/or its research partners GA and the NOO.

	Research proposal
	An application to conduct a specified program of scientific work from the RV Southern Surveyor.

	Research Voyage
	A single voyage undertaken by the Southern Surveyor to undertake a specified program of scientific research.  It can include research proposals approved by the MNFSC or research charters undertaken by CMR and/or its research partners Geosciences Australia (GA) and the National Oceans Office (NOO).

	SAC
	The Scientific Advisory Committee – an expert committee established by the MNFSC to provide advice on scientific and research matters.

	SAC Chairman
	The member appointed by the MNFSC to chair SAC meetings.

	SAC meeting
	A formally convened meeting of the SAC which provides a report of the meeting to MNFSC.

	Sitting fees
	Payments to the Chair and other independent members of the MNFSC and SAC for preparing for and attending meetings or for conducting other MNFSC business.  Rates are determined by decisions of the Remuneration Tribunal.

	Sponsoring organisation
	That research organisation by which the Principal Investigators are employed and guarantees the resources to support a specific research proposal.  There can be more than one sponsoring organisation if the Principal Investigators are employed by different organisations.

	Sponsoring Organisation
	That research organisation by which the Principal Investigators are employed.  There can be more than one sponsoring organisation if the Principal Investigators are employed by different organisations.

	The Minister
	The Australian government Minister responsible for science. 

	Voyage Schedule
	The annual program of all research voyages undertaken by the Southern Surveyor.


