Agenda of the 1st Argo Regional Center Meeting

Tuesday 13th November

Schedule: Meeting will start at 8:30am and finish around 1730

Location: CSIRO Marine & Atmospheric Research (CMAR), Conference Rooms A & B

Information: http://www.marine.csiro.au/~gronell/ADMT8_web/ADMT8.html
Chairs: Claudia Schmid and Jim Potemra

Objectives of the meeting

· Review the status of the various ARCs
· Discuss mandatory functions of ARCs (mainly related to quality control)

•
Discuss optional functions of ARCs (products, …)

•
Discuss possibilities of DM QC by ARCs for small programs that don’t have the resources to do it

•
Identify challenges (mainly funding)

•
Identify ways for ARCs to help each other (e.g. software exchange)

8:30 – 8:40 

Welcome by Ann Thresher & the chairs

8:40 - 10:00 

Presentations by each ARC (chairs)

10 minutes each with 5 minutes for discussion.

North Atlantic - Sylvie Pouliquen

Indian Ocean - Uday Bhaskar

Pacific Ocean - Jim Potemra

South Atlantic – Claudia Schmid

Southern Ocean - Lesley Rickards

a) Present status (mandatory and optional functions)

b) Level of effort and responsibilities within the ARC

c) Hurdles

d) Future plans

Issues that could be discussed:

- Identify issues that are preventing ARCs from moving forward.

- Sharing of software (QC, inter-comparison, visualization, products)

10:00 - 10:15 

Break

10:15 - 11:15 

Quality Control (Claudia Schmid)

Perform regional analysis of all the Argo data in the area to assess its internal consistency as well as its consistency with recent shipboard CTD and other hydrographic data.

This could be separated into a near-real-time and a delayed-mode time frame. The latter should focus on files after scientific QC.

The former will use real-time data to detect problems with certain floats early on (sort of an extension of the real-time QC). This seems more difficult to implement, because of the shorter timeframe.

For both time-lines the temperature and salinity have to be checked.

How often? Weekly or monthly may be too much for many ARCs? Maybe quarterly is sufficient?

How to accomplish feedback to the PIs? Through the DACs? Through the AIC?

11:15 - 12:00 

Products (Jim Potemra)

These are mainly products that ARCs or contributors to ARCs generate.

The challenge is both the tracking of such products and how to keep them up-dated.

Regional products:

· What is available?

· What is planned?

· What is needed/desired by end-users?

· Should/can these all be served in one place?

12:00 - 13:00 

Lunch

Location: CSIRO's canteen (Ann informed me that the canteen has a fantastic selection of food ranging from hot dishes to salads and also offers vegetarian food.)

13:00 - 13:30 

Reference data set (Sylvie Pouliquen)

Introduction of the topic by Sylvie Pouliquen.

How can ARCs help with this?

13:30 - 15:00 

Provide scientific QC to national programs without such capabilities (Annie Wong)

This does not necessarily need to be limited to ARCs.

The challenge is to find volunteers to perform scientific QC:

· For PIs or small national programs that do not have the resources to do it.

· For Argo-equivalent floats. Does Argo want DM data processing for them? If yes: They are a challenge. We need to keep the PIs interests in mind. They may or may not agree to having their floats go through the Argo scientific QC. They may be doing their own scientific QC. Communication with the PIs of these floats is needed.

Is contracting out a solution for small national programs or PIs?

15:00 - 15:15 

Break

15:15 - 16:15

Funding continues to be a problem for many ARCs (chairs)

Any ideas by ARCs on how to get resources to do things are welcome.

The report from this meeting can send a message that additional funds are required.

Example (UH): In the Pacific as an example, there are no funds to do the sort of inter-comparison/consistency work that is "required" by all ARCs.  It is possible there to get funding to make products.

16:15 - 17:15 

User & PI feedback (chairs)

"An Advanced Approach for Optimal Estimations of Ocean Temperature, Salinity and Current Fields" - Peter Chu (NPS), presented by Charles Sun   - 15 minutes

Any reports from AST, ARCs, the AIC, ... on this are welcome.

17:15 - 17:30 

Wrap-up (chairs)

Summarize action items coming out of this meeting.

ARCs: Please provide a summary of the current status, challenges, … Please also provide a list of products available. These documents will become part of the meeting report.

Just so that were all have this information readily available:

The role of ARCs (from http://www.argo.ucsd.edu/FrARC.html)

Argo supports five Argo Regional Centers (ARCs) that are divided mostly by ocean basin as can be seen in this map. These regional centers are an important part of the Argo program since they help to ensure the quality of Argo data in a more focused manner than the DACs or GDACs, but in a broader sense than the individual PIs. They can also encourage participation and collaboration between more countries working on the same ocean region. Users may find the regularly produced products helpful. The ARCs are in different levels of development, so to find out about each individual ARC, click on the buttons above.

What are the essential activities of Argo Regional Centers?

· Perform regional analysis of all the Argo data in the region to assess its internal consistency as well as its consistency with recent shipboard CTD data.

· Provide feedback to PIs about the results of the regional analysis and possible outliers.

· Facilitate development of a Reference Data Base for delayed mode quality control. This includes assembling the most recent CTD data in their region.

· Prepare and distribute Argo data products on a regular basis. The main data product will be a consistent Argo delayed mode dataset for their region, but other products might include weekly analyses of temperature, salinity and currents calculated from floats. Documentation of these products will also be provided. 

What are the optional activities of Argo Regional Centers?

· Coordinating Argo float deployments for the region, including information on ships of opportunity and research vessels and guidance on regional float deployment.

· Develop new quality control tests for their region if appropriate. It may be expected that new procedures will be developed to check data quality and can be implemented earlier in the data system.

· Provide delayed mode quality control to national programs in their region without such capabilities.

· Compare Argo data with model output and with assimilated fields to understand why specific data are rejected by assimilations (e.g. model inconsistencies, systematic data errors).

· Provide documentation of the procedures being done at the ARC.
